	ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL	



[bookmark: _Hlk33195582]Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Astley Parish Council, Wednesday, 24 May 2023, 7.30pm at Astley Village Hall

PRESENT: Councillors K Lloyd, E Beddell, H Mardell and D Williams. 
Also Present: D Dorrell (Clerk)  and 6 members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

	01.23



02.23



03.23


04.23



05.23

06.23


07.23




08.23









09.23










10.23









11.23







12.23











13.23












14.23






















15.23










16.23



17.23








18.23




	1.	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Proposed by Cllr Mardell, seconded by Cllr Beddell.
RESOLVED:  That Cllr Lloyd be re-elected Chairman for the ensuing year.

2.	ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
	The Chairman thanked everyone for re-electing her and signed the Acceptance of Office. 
	
3.	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllrs Robinson, Sherwood and Flt Lt S Mason.  

4.	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Proposed by Cllr Lloyd, seconded by Cllr Williams.
RESOLVED:  That Cllr Mardell be elected Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

5.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
	None were declared.

6.	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	A member of the public spoke in relation to planning application 23/01815/FUL.

7.	MINUTES
	RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 15 March 2023 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

With agreement of the meeting the Chairman took next agenda item 11, Planning.

8.	PLANNING (Agenda item 11)
	i)  23/01816/FUL | Erection of Single Storey Rear and Side Extension | Ivy Cottage Battlefield Shrewsbury Shropshire SY4 4AA
RESOLVED:  No objection.
ii) 23/01815/FUL | Change of use of public house to two residential properties | The Dog In The Lane Inn Astley Shrewsbury Shropshire SY4 4BU
The applicant answered several questions raised by Members.
RESOLVED:  To support the application.

9.     CO-OPTION
The Chairman reported that two applications had been received and welcomed both to the meeting.  The applicants were invited to present their applications and answered questions from Members, following which a vote was taken.  Mrs Sumner received three votes, Mr Peate 1 vote.
RESOLVED:  That Mrs Kate Sumner be co-opted to the Parish Council.
Cllr Sumner signed her Acceptance of Office and took up her position at the meeting.  The Chairman welcomed Cllr Sumner onto the Council and thanked Mr Peate for his interest in the Council, adding that she hoped he would apply again should a further vacancy arise.

10.    APPOINTMENTS 23/24
         RESOLVED:  	
a) SALC Area Committee Cllr Mardell
b) Village Hall Management Committee 
c) Helicopter Noise Liaison Group Cllr Mardell
d) Members responsible for PC Noticeboards Cllr Beddell, Bings Heath, Cllr Lloyd, Astley    Village and Upper Astley.  Cllr Sherwood to be asked if he could take on Upper Battlefield


11.    POLICY REVIEW/ADOPTION 
Amendments to Standing Orders and Finance Regulations were noted on changes to Government Contract Regulations.  No updates to Health & Safety and Grant Awarding Policies were identified. The Risk Assessment required a minor update regarding the adopted Code of Conduct.  The Defibrillator Policy would need to be added when agreed under Maintenance.  The Clerk would review other policies that the PC was required to adopt, including those relating to employment.
RESOLVED:  That Policies be reviewed/amended as noted above.

12.    INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
Members received the Internal Audit report noting that the standard of administration and    system of internal controls were satisfactory. Recommended areas for improvement were noted and an action plan to address these would be put in place.  Invoice for the audit and quotation for the following year were received and agreed.
 
          RESOLVED:  
a) To note the IA Report
b) To agree invoice and include with list of items to paid at agenda item 14
c) To accept quotation for 23/24.

	 The Chairman placed on record her thanks to the Internal Auditor and the Clerk.

13.    FINANCE – 2022/23 YEAR END ACCOUNTS	
Forms relating to the Annual Governance Return (AGAR) were received and approved as follows:

a) Bank Reconciliation: RESOLVED:  To approve.
b) Certificate of Exemption (AGAR p3): RESOLVED: That the PC was free from external audit.
c) Internal Audit Report (AGAR p4):  RESOLVED: To note.
d) Annual Governance Statement (AGAR p5):  RESOLVED:  To agree. 
e) Accounting Statement (AGAR p6): RESOLVED:  To approve.
f) Analysis of Variances:  RESOLVED:  To agree.
g) Notice of the Period of the Exercise of Public Rights: RESOLVED:  Dates approved.


14.   PARISH ACCOUNTS 
	a) Receipts:  22.4.20212 - £7,155.  Shropshire Council – Precept for 2023-24
	
	b) Payments:  	
	D Dorrell
	Clerk’s Salary, April 2023
	£234.60

	HMRC
	PAYE April 2023
	£144.40

	Shropshire Council
	Joint Energy Costs (inv. 7216039)
	£126.74

	Shropshire Council
	Household Labels - Parish Plan Survey (inv.7215924)
	  £26.40

	SALC
	Membership Renewal 23/24 (inv.1936)
	£262.85

	Zurich
	Insurance Renewal 23/24 (inv. 522911507)
	£241.00

	Copywrite Printers
	Parish Plan Survey Printing
	£201.47

	Copywrite Printers
	A5 Envelopes for the Parish Plan Survey
	£58.20

	RLT Auditing
	Internal Audit 22/23
	£112.50



	The Clerk’s salary for May would require adjusting as set out in the Internal Audit report.

	Members noted the Eon Street Lighting 3 yearly Maintenance Contract expired in May and the cost to renew the three-year contract would be - £73.76 pa excl VAT, an increase of £13 from 2020, to be paid in two half-yearly payments.

	RESOLVED:  
a) That receipts and payments as set out above be noted/approved.
b) To approve the renewal of the 3-year contract with EON.

15.	PARISH PLAN	
	Cllr Mardell, on behalf of the Working Group (Cllrs Lloyd, Sherwood, and Clerk), presented the finalised survey to be delivered to every household in the Parish.  The cost, including insert postcards and envelopes were within budget and approved for payment at item 14.  A receipt for postage would be presented at the next meeting for payment.  Members’ help would be required to deliver the survey.
	
	RESOLVED:  To note the finalised survey for delivery.
	The Chairman placed on record her thanks to Cllr Mardell for her work on the survey and to others on the Working Group for their input.

16.   CONSULTATION: Shropshire Walking and Cycling Plan 
The Chairman reported that she had viewed the proposed network which did not affect the Parish.
17.	REPORTS
	Reports from Shropshire Councillor and RAF Shawbury had been submitted to the Annual Meeting of the Parish earlier in the evening.  The Clerk had no report.  Cllr Mardell, on behalf of the Chairman, would be attending the Landowners’ and Horse Rider Awareness Day on 25 May following the kind invitation from the Station Commander at RAF Shawbury.

	Cllr Williams enquired when the Defibrillator Policy would be completed noting those responsible for checking.  The Chairman asked Cllr Beddell if this could be finalised for approval at the next meeting.

18.    DATE OF MEETINGS 2023/24
	
	RESOLVED:  All on Wednesday, at 7.30 pm in Astley Village Hall:-
19 July, 20 September, 15 November, 17 January, 20 March, 15 May, 15 May at 7pm Annual meeting of the Parish.






The meeting closed at 8.47pm.


  						Signed by Chairman ………………………………………..

Dianne Dorrell, Parish Clerk     		Draft Minutes 24 May 2023 	astleypc@hotmail.co.uk
 		                                               
