	ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL	




Minutes of a Meeting of Astley Parish Council, Wednesday 20 September 2023, 7.30pm at Astley Village Hall.

PRESENT: Councillors K Lloyd (Chairman), H Mardell (Vice Chairman), E Bedell, S Robinson, K Sumner, and D Williams. 

Also Present: D Dorrell (Clerk), Cllr L Picton (Shropshire Council), Flt Lt S Mason, PCSO S Roberts, PCSO J Baldwin and one member of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
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	1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· A resident reported an upcoming free briefing session by West Mercia Police Cyber Crime Unit which was being arranged for a date in October in the Village Hall.
· The resident reported changes to the Arriva 419 timetable which would no longer be available to transport residents early in the morning to Shrewsbury.
· The resident noted there was no update on the proposed consultation on the A53 safety design project.
· Cllr Picton responded to concerns the resident raised about the recent A49 road closure through Hadnall caused by a burst sewer.  

2.   APOLOGIES
      There were none.

3.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
      Cllr Robinson declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 6.

4.   MINUTES
      Proposed by Cllr Bedell, seconded by Cllr Mardell. 
      	
     RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19 July 2023      be approved as a correct record, subject to a correction to Councillor Bedell’s surname, Bedell and not Beddell.

5.   REPORTS
      The Chair varied the order of the agenda, taking in the following order, agenda Items 5.3, followed by 5.2 and 5.1.  

5.1  Police  
The Chairman welcomed PCSOs Roberts and Baldwin.to introduce their crime report for Astley Parish and Battlefield roundabout area over the last three months. Members noted there had been 53 highways incidents, 12 of which were major, 1 vehicle theft, and 2 agricultural thefts (tractors were popular targets).  Various domestics and assaults were reported, and one individual had been causing a nuisance in the Shrewsbury area, entering properties that were unlocked.

Several questions were raised and PCSO Roberts assured the meeting that there were patrols out late into the night in rural areas. The PCSOs covered between them an area of 750 square miles.

PCSOs Roberts and Baldwin left the meeting, the Chairman thanking them for their attendance.

5.2 RAF Shawbury
Flt Lt Mason reported that the current period of night flying ended on 21 September, the next period being 16 to 30 October. The autumn edition of Aries Magazine was due out and Flt Lt Mason would send a link.  Complaints about low flying were raised, complaints should be reported to SWK-lowflying@mod.gov.uk . 

5.3 Shropshire Council
Cllr Picton gave information on the following:
· The recent partnership arrangement set up by Shropshire Council with Herefordshire Council, Monmouthshire County Council and Powys County Council to join forces to apply for funding from the Government on major projects that would benefit the Marches region, which covered 80% of the English/Welsh borderland.  Telford & Wrekin were not included in that partnership.  Wrexham County Borough had expressed interest.
· Shropshire Council was part of a consortium of Midlands councils to have secured £39.3m of funding from the Government for the commissioning and installation of more electric vehicle (EV) charging points.
· Announcement that BT Openreach would be replacing old copper phone lines with fibre broadband by 2025: The switch had automatically taken place in some cases.  Other services such as alarms for vulnerable people would be affected.  Details would be on SC’s website in due course.
· Progress on the Riverside development and the North-West Relief Road.
· Pyrolosis: A system for processing green waste and other residual biomass into biochar, renewable energy, and its associated carbon credits on which Full Council would be considering adoption on 22 September 2023.  
· Shropshire Council’s financial situation noting the Council was not bankrupt as had been stated elsewhere.

At this point the Chairman placed on record her thanks to Cllr Picton and to Gary Parton,  Network Co-ordination and Compliance Manager for their prompt help following a burst sewer in Hadnall with traffic diversions that had affected the Parish.

Flt Lt Mason and Cllr Picton left the meeting, the Chairman thanking them both for their reports.

6.   PLANNING
      Cllr Robinson left the meeting for this item.

      Reference:  23/03768/FUL  (validated: 08/09/2023)
      Address:  Sundorne House, Bings Heath, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4ED
      Proposal: Erection of side extension, new porch, internal reconfiguration, new detached garage, and demolition of redundant outhouses.  
      
RESOLVED:  No comment. 

      Cllr Robinson re-entered the meeting.

7.   FINANCIAL MATTERS
	a) Bank reconciliation.  The Clerk reported reconciliation with bank statement as at 29 August 2203.
	b	) Payments to note/approve:	
	D Dorrell
	Clerk’s Salary, September 2023
	£234.60

	HMRC
	PAYE September 2023
	£144.40

	EON
	Street Lighting Maintenance
	  £44.26


The Clerk asked if payment of August salary, £234.60 and PAYE, £144.40 could be added to the list for noting/approval.

	RESOLVED:
a) Bank reconciliation:  To note net balance of £13,663.61 reconciled with Bank Statement dated 29 August 2023 as signed by the Chairman.
b) To note/approve payments as set out in the table above with the amendment requested by the Clerk.

8.   PARISH PLAN REVIEW 2023 
Cllr Mardell presented the report of the Working Group which had been circulated.  A 39% response had been received and she placed on record thanks to those who had completed the survey.  Road safety and highway maintenance were prioritised and would provide a mandate for the Parish Council and its update of the area’s Place Plan.  Action had already been taken on some of the other matters raised. 

RESOLVED:  To note the report of the outcome of the survey which would be available on the Parish Council website.

[bookmark: _Hlk97824897][bookmark: _Hlk97824860]9.   PLACE PLAN
The Chairman reported on the draft submission which had included extending the project     as set out for the Safety Design Scheme from the Battlefield roundabout to the outskirts of Shawbury.  There was more research to be undertaken on the suggested bus shelter described as sheltered seating/focal point which should be taken out for the time being.  The Clerk would follow up enquiries relating to the environmental maintenance project. 

Further discussion took place on the provision of bus shelters during which the condition of the stone bus shelter was raised.  Cllr Bedell agreed to explore further and report to the Clerk.

10. POLICIES FOR ADOPTION
      a)  Complaints Policy:  Draft policy had been circulated for consideration. 
      b)  Defibrillator Policy: The Chair thanked Cllr Bedell for the draft policy which had   been circulated.  Some minor comments were taken on board.  There was a need to expand the appendix and remove names.  Operational procedures should be available as a separate document.  Guardians and deputies should be appointed at the annual meeting when councillor responsibilities were agreed for the year.
      RESOLVED:
	a)  That the Complaints Policy be adopted and signed by the Chairman.
	b)  That, subject to amendments discussed, Cllr Bedell to provide a finalised draft for the meeting in November.

11. WEBSITE
    Members discussed the management and update of the current website noting the   charges which Hugo Fox were imposing from 4th October, based upon bronze, silver and gold service levels.  The Chairman read SALC’s comments in the latest News Bulletin. The Clerk could see no reason to go beyond the bronze level based upon current use and there were sound reasons to stay with Hugo Fox at least for the time being.  Cllr Bedell, as current Webmaster had been their point of contact and he would liaise with Hugo Fox regarding payment.  Going forward, there was agreement that the Clerk would manage the website, Cllr Bedell showed interest in the Church and Village Hall webpages. 

     RESOLVED:  
  To remain with Hugo Fox for website provision (Bronze Level), the management of which would be passed to the Clerk.

12. SHROPSHIRE & D-DAY 80 - 6TH JUNE 2024
 RESOLVED:  To defer this item until the November meeting.

13.  COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
	The Chairman had attended a Chairs’ Network meeting with SALC during which  discussion on review of Parish Plans took place.  She had undertaken to share the PC’s Survey to assist others.	

14.  CLERK’S REPORT
      The Clerk reported that she had valued her time as Clerk to the Parish Council and there was much to take away.  She repeated her assurance that she would leave the Council in good hands and wished everyone the very best for the future.

15. STAFFING UPDATE
      The Chairman gave an update noting that interviews for the Clerk’s role had taken place, following which an offer of employment had been made and accepted, with an agreed starting date of 1st October.  

      Proposed by Cllr Mardell, seconded by Cllr Robinson.

 RESOLVED:  That the appointment be approved.

16. NEXT MEETING:  15 November 2023, 7.30 pm at Astley Village Hall.






The meeting ended at 21.35.


Signed: ……………………….…………(Chairman)  Dated: ………………………………



