						Meeting of Astley Parish Council 17.11.2021 (appendix a.)
[bookmark: _Hlk33195582]	ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL	
			
Minutes of a Meeting of Astley Parish Council, Wednesday 20th October 2021 
7.30pm at Astley Village Hall

PRESENT
Councillors: E Bedell (Chairman for the meeting in the absence of Cllr Lloyd), S Robinson
	           H Mardell 
	
	
Also Present:
G Power (Locum Clerk), Corporal Sarah Hudson and three members of the public.

1. APOLOGIES
	Received from Cllr Lloyd, Cllr Wheeler and Shropshire Councillor L Picton

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
3. None received.

3.	MINUTES OF ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15th September 2021 
	RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved as a true record.

4. 	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 	A member of public, referring to Agenda item 6, said that they had seen a huge increase in traffic through the village over the past year, in particular commercial and agricultural vehicles, and that in their opinion the speed limit of 30mph was too fast for the narrow, bending lanes in Astley, especially the sharp ‘S’ bend in the middle of the village, also saying that families with children use the lanes by foot.  The member of public continued to say that they would like to see the speed limit reduced to 20 mph with the addition of ‘flashing signs and referred to large areas of the city of Bath now reduced to 20mph.
	Cllr Bedell explained that an Officer from Shropshire Council Highways Engineers had met with Astley Parish Councillors within the past 6 months, to walk around Astley and discuss the parish councils concerns on road safety and flooding.

5.	UPDATE
5.1	Update from Shropshire Councillor Lezley Picton 
	Cllr Picton had forwarded a Report which Cllr Bedell read aloud to the meeting (attached).

5.2	Update from RAF Shawbury
· A new Aries Magazine had been published, link to be forwarded to Cllr Bedell to upload to the Council’s website.
· It is unlikely that community projects will restart this year, looking at sometime next year for community litter pick.
	Corporal Hudson asked if there had been any feedback on the glider flying, the parish council confirmed that they had not received any feedback to date but would continue to monitor the situation and feedback as appropriate.

6.	OFFICIAL AND PARISH MATTERS
6.1 	Meeting.Dates 2022- (attached)
	RESOLVED:  Meeting dates approved.

6.2	 VARYING SPEED LIMITS IN ASTLEY 
	Cllr Bedell restated that David Gradwell from Shropshire Council Highways Engineering team had met with Astley Parish Councillors a few months ago and walked around Astley, discussions had taken place regarding the parish council’s road safety concerns and flooding issues and noted by Mr Gradwell.  A lack of resources seemed to the problem with proceeding with any work at the present time. Cllrs discussed whether there was any way in which they could help to speed up the process.

	RESOLVED: That the Parish Clerk write to the Shropshire Council Highways Engineer to raise their road safety concerns again and ascertain if there is any way that the Parish Council can assist Shropshire Council in addressing this matter.
   

6.3	SAFER WEST MERCIA PLAN CONSULTATION 
	Members went through the consultation, discussing and completing an answer for each question 
	RESOLVED: QUESTIONS COMPLETED BY MEMBERS TO BE SUBMITTED ONLINE TO PCC CONSULTATION .
		
7.	PARISH ACCOUNTS –RECEPITS AND PAYMENTS TO NOTE/APPROVE
	Payments
	22.10.2021 - £271.80    Locum Clerk Salary (Oct 21)
	22.10 2021    £63.40     HMRC - Locum Clerk Tax (Oct 2021)
	RESOLVED: That the above payments be approved.

8.	COUNCILLORS REPORTS
	Cllr Bedell reported that Cllr Lloyd had recently attended the RAF Shawbury Noise Liaison Group Meeting – news to follow when received from the meeting.

9.	CLERK’S REPORT
· An introduction email had been received from Shropshire Rural & Business Crime Team, recently set up.  It was agreed that an invite be sent to the Team to attend the next Parish Council Meeting on 17th November 2021.

· One application for the Clerk’s job had been received from an experienced person. Waiting a further week to see if any more applications before arranging interview(s).
	
10.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	17th November 2021

The meeting was closed at 8.22pm.




ATTACHMENTS
Cllr Lezley Picton Report
20 October 2021

Good evening councillors
Firstly, my apologies that I am not with you in person this evening. I will be attending Childs Ercall Parish Council as part of my Leader role; I will try to ensure it doesn’t happen again – I promise!!!! 

There’s lots of work going on at present around budgets, both revenue and capital projects. There is currently a sizeable hole in the revenue budget, circa £30m. This is a very worst-case scenario and I think we are looking more at a figure of £16m. The Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review, due 27th October, will give us an idea if any more funds will be forthcoming from Government. It’s worth pointing out that, as usual, the biggest pressure is on our social care services. The Government’s announcement regarding the NHS/Adult Social Care extra funding, raised by a 1.25% increase in National Insurance contributions, I think, will end up costing the Council money. Firstly, the monies are going to the NHS for the first three years but who is going to vote to remove the monies form the NHS after three years? So, for at least three years, we will have no extra funding but I fear it will cost us as currently 85% of people who approach the council for help with adult social care are signposted away from care packages. The government including a social care assessment in its plans is likely to mean that the 85% quoted above will plummet and therefore increase our social care costs. There are concerns that the 1.25% increase in National Insurance contributions has also to be paid by employers, i.e., the care home staff. There is only one place the care homes can seek to recoup this money and that’s the council. We also have had to budget for our own staff’s increased NI contributions, circa £660,000.

On a different note, as councillors will be aware, the increase in the number of looked after children has worried us greatly and we, despite the financial position, are increasing our preventative work which will, after some time, hopefully result in less children coming into the system which must be a better outcome for everyone. This will come at a cost of circa £5m. We are working on several draft proposals to bring these figures back into line but without further help from Government it will be incredibly difficult.

Other things going on is lots of work on our Bus Back Better proposal to the Department of Transport, if successful this would see a vast improvement to our current bus service. More of this at the November meeting.

Keeping up the pressure on our Highways and Planning Teams continues. There is a lot of work going on in both services and there is tangible improvement in both services. The pothole back log is now down from 11,000 to under 4,000 and slowly but surely the other projects that have been backlogged are finally coming forward.
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Meetings take place on Wednesday evenings, in Astley Village Hall at 7.30pm:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]
19 January
16 February
16 March
20 April
18 May – Annual Meeting of the Parish at 7pm, Annual Council Meeting at 7.30pm
15 June
20 July
21 September
19 October
16 November
No meetings in August or December*

Please see notice boards for Planning or other extraordinary meetings that may be convened if necessary.
		
1.	A PUBLIC PARTICIPATION is held at the beginning of each meeting, to receive representations from members of the public on items that are on the agenda for that meeting. Any requests or suggestions that do not refer to items on the Agenda may be taken forward to a future meeting.

2.	Parish Councils can only make decisions on items which are specified on the Agenda for that meeting. 

3.	The Annual Council Meeting is held straight after the ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH.

4.	Parishioners may examine the following public records which are published on the website or available from the Clerk upon request: audits, accounts, minutes, register of disclosable pecuniary interests.
 
    Mrs Gail Power (Locum Clerk)   Tel: 07494 462264            www.astleyparish.org          astleypc@hotmail.co.uk

  						Signed by Chairman ………………………………………..

Gail Power, Locum Parish Clerk     		Draft Minutes 20th October 2021	astleypc@hotmail.co.uk
 		                                               
