Meeting of Astley Parish Council 19th January 2022 (appendix a)
[bookmark: _Hlk33195582]	ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL	
			
Minutes of a Meeting of Astley Parish Council, Wednesday 17th November 2021 
7.30pm at Astley Village Hall

PRESENT
Councillors: K Lloyd, E Bedell, A Wheeler, S Robinson, H Mardell
	
	
Also Present:
G Power (Locum Clerk), Cllr Lezley Picton, Corporal Sarah Hudson, PC Darren Edwards, PCSO Stuart Roberts,1 member of public.

1. APOLOGIES
	None received.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None received.

3. MINUTES OF ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20th October 2021 
It was noted that 3 typos had been identified in the draft minutes:

Present  Cllr L Picton was NOT present
Agenda item 3.  Date of previous meeting should read 15 September 2021
Agenda item 6.3  should read ‘Mercia’.

RESOLVED: The Minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting subject to the above
	                 amendments.

4.``	Rural East Safer Neighbourhood Team An introduction to the Team from PCSO Stuart Roberts.
	PCSO Stuart Roberts introduced himself to the meeting, explaining that the Team consisted of 3 members, one Police Officer and two PCSO’s (Lynn Birch, and himself), covering an area that consisted of 19 parishes. PSCO Roberts then gave a brief summary:
· The Team are asking parishes to complete a form that lists their top 3 issues of concern (selection from drop down menu on form).
·  They had been doing speed surveys which involved monitoring speeds rather than stopping people. 
· ‘’Neighbourhood Matters”, an online system, has been set up to send information to people on local matters.  Members of the community are strongly urged to register to receive information, website https://www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/
· A53 – They had put requests to their colleagues in road policing, for police speed checks/stops etc. between Newbury Wood and Horton.
· They wanted to reassure the community that they regularly drive/walk around Astley. 
· One of the Team will be happy to attend Astley PC Parish Council Meetings once a quarter. 		
	The Parish Council expressed concern over the speed of vehicles through the village and also along the A53 and also commented that tractors with very large, overloaded loads had been churning up verges.

5	Rural & Business Crime Team 
As part of the Team, PC Darren Edwards introduced himself and explained that the role of the Rural & Business Crime Team was to identify crime patterns and put things into place to help reduce crime. The Team has one civilian member, helping communities to understand and introduce SmartWater protect their property.  PC Edwards stated that SmartWater has been proven to reduce crime.

6. 	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
	The member of public had been invited to speak earlier in the meeting and had raised concern over the speed of vehicles through the village and on the A53. The member of public also referred to the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme within the community, the Chairman thanked the member of public and the meeting agreed that they very much appreciated the Scheme and wished for it to continue.

7.	UPDATE

7.2	Update from RAF Shawbury
	Corporal Hudson said that RAF Shawbury wished to thank the community for all their support and reported the following:
· night flying had started and would continue until Christmas
· a tea party for RAF Shawbury veterans had recently taken place 
· edition 3 of Aries magazine was now out
· recent crane activity had been to take down a radar
· it was hoped that community projects would re-commence in the April, Astley will be put
· down for a litter-pick
Corporal Hudson informed the meeting that she would be going to the Falklands in February.

7.1	Update from Shropshire Councillor Lezley Picton 
`	Cllr Picton gave her apologies for not attending the meeting in October and reported the following:
· she had picked up the item on speeding and 20mph speed limit from the last minutes and advised the parish council to send a request to Shropshire Council for a 20mph speed limit to be put on the Place Plan for Astley Village and Upper Astley.
· She had requested a speed analysis be done on the A49 Battlefield
· Boundary Review for Town and Parish Councils would take place after Divisional Boundary Review
· Town Centre of Shrewsbury, road through centre now closed 10-4 Saturdays and Sundays until Christmas

	The Chairman informed Cllr Picton that the parish council had received an email from a resident in the community, concerned that the road signs at Battlefield roundabout could not be seen properly.  Cllr Picton said that she would look into this.	

8.	OFFICIAL PARISH MATTERS
8.1	CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 
	This item was postponed to the January meeting.

8.2	RECRUITMENT OF PARISH CLERK 
	The Chairman referred to the application received by the parish council and confirmed that an interview had now taken place and the recruitment working party would like to offer the position of Parish Clerk/RFO to the applicant, to take up post from 1st February 2022.
	RESOLVED: APPROVED.

8.3	LOCUM CLERK To extend temporary Contract of Employment of Locum Clerk as necessary,
	subject to 8.2 above.
RESOLVED: Locum Clerk temporary Contract of Employment to be extended to 31st January 2022.

8.4 	PLANNING APPLICATION
	PLANNING REFERENCE 21/05246/TCA 
	PROPOSED TREE WORKS: Fell 1no Leylandii, reduce by 20% 3no Silver Birch, reduce by 10% 1no Maple and crown lift by 10% 2no Hornbeam within Astley Conservation Area 
	LOCATION: The Drift House, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4BP.
	RESOLVED:  No objection.

8.5	West Mercia Police Community Charter – Parish Contact Contract Form 
	Members considered three areas of concern from choices in the drop-down boxes.
	RESOLVED:  Speeding, Thefts (out buildings), Thefts (farms)
	


8.6	SALC AGM 19th NOVEMBER 2021  
	RESOLVED:  Cllr Mardell to attend SALC AGM as voting member.
	
8.7	SHROPSHIRE GARDEN PARTY
 	A discussion took place around the vast amount of voluntary work that had been done by certain members of the community, helping others and putting plans in place to help others, as a result of the Covid Pandemic.
	 RESOLVED:  TWO persons were identified by the parish council, to be put forward for the Shropshire Garden Party, Cllr Edward Bedell, who had helped enormously outside his role of Parish Councillor, and one other, whose name is with-held at this stage for Data Protection reasons.

9.	PARISH ACCOUNTS –RECEPITS AND PAYMENTS TO NOTE/APPROVE
	Payments
	19.11.2021 - £271.80    Locum Clerk Salary (Nov 21)
	19.11 2021    £63.40     HMRC - Locum Clerk Tax (Nov 2021)
	RESOLVED: Approved.

10.	COUNCILLORS REPORTS
	Cllr Lloyd reported that she had recently attended a remote training event on Climate Change, item to be placed on January Agenda to see what the parish council can do.

11.	CLERK’S REPORT
An email had been received from David Gradwell, Traffic Engineer for Shropshire Council, saying “Shropshire Council’s current policy on the introduction of 20mph speed limits, is that we will only consider them outside schools and in town centre streets where there are likely to be high numbers of vulnerable roads users such as pedestrians, cyclists, etc.  We are not currently considering the introduction of 20mph speed limits for rural villages.”

12.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	19th January 2021

  						Signed by Chairman ………………………………………..

Gail Power, Locum Parish Clerk     		Draft Minutes 17th November 2021	astleypc@hotmail.co.uk
 		                                               
