

	ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL	


Minutes of a Meeting of Astley Parish Council, Wednesday 19 July 2023, 7.30pm at Astley Village Hall

PRESENT: Councillors: K Lloyd (Chairman), H Mardell (Vice Chairman), E Beddell, S Robinson, K Sumner, and D Williams. 

Also Present: D Dorrell (Clerk), Cllr Lezley Picton (Shropshire Council), Flt Lt S Mason and 6 members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
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	1.	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A resident reported on his endeavours to locate a missing Grade II Listed Milestone on the A53 at Bings Heath.  The Chairman read a response from Alan Reade, Trustee and Shropshire Representative of The Milestone Society, noting that he would ensure the Milestone, missing since at least 2008 was noted as such in the Society’s records and would also check if it was a listed building.  If so, he would notify Historic England.  Other issues raised:
· The 64 Arriva Bus Service which had been unreliable.
· The bus shelter, needed cleaning, weeding and an overgrown tree stump needed attention.
· Road safety mirrors were needed at Astley crossroads.
· Greenways, Ebury Cottage, Bings Heath Bungalows and Home Barns (SY4 4DA):-
· Grass verges had been missed in some areas and would need the road sweeper.
· Road markings/signage needed replacing after resurfacing.

2.      APOLOGIES
         An apology had been received from PCSO Stuart Roberts.

3.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
         There were none.

4.       MINUTES
          Proposed by Cllr Mardell, seconded by Cllr Beddell.
          RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 24 May        2023 be approved as a correct record.

5.	REPORTS
5.1  Shropshire Council:  Cllr Picton reported that the Council’s savings were on track and not as reported in the press.  On the Government’s Local Council Boundary Review, a final submission had been made.  This did not affect Astley but there were some changes to the Tern Division affecting neighbouring parishes.  The Council would send out a reminder, via SALC on the upcoming review of parish boundaries, due to take place in October.  The Council was in the early stages of devolution negotiations with others including Hereford but did not consider itself a member of West Midlands area. 

5.2    RAF Shawbury:  Flt Lt Mason reported that the night flying phase completed last week, the next was due to commence on 7 August, posts for which would be on their Facebook/Twitter sites explaining the activity for which they were grateful of tolerance for this essential training.  Hi-Viz for horse riders on the Reserve List had been issued.  A few Quarter-Sheets in small and X-Large were available and some hatbands.  Order or update at SHY-BeSeenBeSafer@mod.gov.uk .  A restock of Yellow hi-viz was anticipated in October.  On drones/model aircraft, he urged people to read the Drone Code on the CAA A website and posts on their Twitter/Facebook.

	The 2023 Edition 2 of Aries Magazine was available and links also online at https://www.rafmags.co.uk .There had been a limited number of paper copies due to printing costs this year but would remain online.  Any ideas for the community projects list for trainees were welcome on weekdays, supervision and equipment should be provided.  A Families Day was due to be held on 10 August when there would be different aircraft and flights involved.  This was a closed event for families of personnel.  

	A query was raised about a glider that had reportedly come down in a field adjacent to RAF Shawbury of which Flt Lt Mason was not aware.  The Chairman thanked Flt Lt Mason for his report.

6.      A53 UPDATE ON CONSULTATION FOR SAFETY DESIGN SCHEME
The Chairman reported that a response had been received the previous day from the Traffic Engineer (Central) who had apologised for not being in a position to provide any consultation drawings of the proposed A53 safety scheme for the meeting.  There were resource issues within the Traffic Engineering Team.  This had resulted in a delay in issuing the necessary design briefs/commission to design consultants, WSP as required under the new term’s contract for the various schemes included in the Capital works programme.  As soon as WSP were able to complete the drawings for the scheme, arrangements would be made for them to be issued to the Parish Council for comments/feedback.  Cllr Picton confirmed that resources were limited and that the scheme was not considered a top priority.  

The Chairman expressed in the strongest terms her annoyance with this response and would write formally to Cllr Picton to express her disappointment and extreme  dissatisfaction on behalf of the Council and its residents.

7.      HIGHWAYS ISSUES
7.1  Traffic Calming Signage, Astley Lane:  The Chairman reported on the need for traffic calming in Upper Astley and Astley Lane where a resident had reported speeding traffic.  It had been suggested that a speed limit of 30 or 20 from Astley Church to the School would be appropriate.  Near misses had been noted and more recently, driving instructors were using the lanes for tuition as the area was a test route.  Various measures were discussed such as writing to the Driving Standards Agency.  There was PCC funding available for safety schemes and this might be pursued for Vehicle Activated Signs once the VAS policy from Shropshire Council was available.  Further issues were reported regarding the need for vehicle weight enforcement as signs were obscured by vegetation.  It was noted that Traffic Calming could be included in the Place Plan and Cllr Picton suggested the PC write to her and to Cllr Simon Jones, Cabinet Member for Highways.

7.2  Flooding:  It was reported that a resident had written to the Clerk to report flooding issues at the junction of driveways at Upper Astley where drainage was a problem.  This had been reported on Fix My Street and to the Drainage and Flood Risk Manager.  It was suggested the Clerk write again including the Highways Maintenance Technician, copied to Cllr Picton.

8.	PLANNING
1)  Reference:  23/02840/FUL  (validated: 30/06/2023)
Address:  The Dog In The Lane Inn, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4BU
Proposal:  Change of use of public house to two residential properties.
RESOLVED:  To support.
2)  Reference:  23/02632/FUL  (validated: 19/06/2023)
Address:  Church Farm , Astley Lane, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4BP
Proposal:  Construction of detached garage.
RESOLVED:  No objection.
3)  Reference:  23/02754/AGR
Address:  Home Farm, Ebrey Wood, Astley
Proposal:  Proposed extension to an existing arable building, to be used for the loading and storage of organic arable, root and vegetable crops.
Information only
4) Reference: 23/02323/FUL
Location:  Shrewsbury Selfstore, Battlefield, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 3DB
Proposal:  Hybrid Planning Application for the proposed industrial/commercial development and all   associated works (Full permission for Phase 1 and Outline permission Phase 2 to include access, landscaping and layout).
RESOLVED:  To object in that it is totally inappropriate on land that is classed as open countryside. It would be contrary to policies CS5 and MD4 and does not comply with settlement policies CS1, CS4 and MD1
5) Reference: 23/02387/LBC
Address:  The Firs, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4BP
Proposal:  8 No. existing windows and 1 no. French doors to be replaced with new units fabricated from hardwood to match existing.
RESOLVED:  No objection.

9.	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	a) Bank reconciliation
	b) Payments to note/approve:		
	D Dorrell
	Clerk’s Salary, June 2023 with home working allowance
	£252.60

	HMRC
	PAYE June 2023
	£156.40

	D Dorrell
	Expenses – Survey postage
	£168.00

	D Dorrell
	Clerk’s Salary, July 2023 with home working allowance
	£252.60

	HMRC
	PAYE July 2023
	£156.40

	SALC
	Planning Training Invoice 2106 Cllr Mardell
	  £95.00



	RESOLVED:
a) Bank reconciliation:  To note net balance of £14481.61 reconciles with Bank Statement dated 28 June 2023 as signed by the Chairman.
b) To note/approve payments as set out above.

[bookmark: _Hlk140217049]10. 	PLACE PLANS:   Consultation noted.  A53 Safety Design Scheme was already included in the new Plan.  Additional items would be identified following the results of the Parish Plan Survey.

11.      PARISH PLAN:  Cllr Mardell thanked everyone involved in delivering the Survey, noting that there had been over 70 responses so far representing over a third of households.  The Working Group would meet again following the closing date to review items to be actioned.

[bookmark: _Hlk97824897][bookmark: _Hlk97824860]12.	POLICIES TO BE ADOPTED/REVIEWED:  Cllr Beddell reported on progress with the Defibrillator Policy and its operation via a working manual.  The Clerk reported on other policies needing to be adopted such as a Complaints Policy, Employment Policies and the Scheme of Publication.  These could be worked through during the summer and brought to a future meeting for adoption.

	RESOLVED:    That a Working Group (Cllrs Beddell, Robinson, Sumner, and Williams) meet to finalise the Policy and Working Manual ready for adoption by the Parish Council in September.
	
13.	CO-OPTION:   The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council Elections had confirmed that no election had been called for and a co-option notice to advertise the vacancy  had been posted.

14.	CONSULTATIONS:  
[bookmark: _Hlk140158401]	i)  Local Policing Community Charter:  The Council’s priorities had not changed since the last quarter (rural crime, agricultural theft and speeding).
	  
	  ii) Police & Crime Commissioner’s Annual Survey

	RESOLVED:  To delegate completion to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman.	

15.	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
	Cllr Mardell reported on the RAF Shawbury Landowners and Horse-riders day, which had included a helicopter trip.  She had also attended Planning Training organised by SALC which had involved 3 separate sessions with trainer Dr Andrea Pellegram.  Useful feedback had been to include an amount in the Council’s budget for planning consultancy costs, should such costs be needed. She was attending a meeting of the Helicopter Noise Liaison Group the following day.

	At this point, the Chairman placed on record her thanks to Cllr Mardell for the excellent work she had undertaken with regard to the Parish Plan Survey.  She also asked that the Clerk reply to RAF Shawbury’s request for small bales of straw.

16.	CLERK’S REPORT
	The Clerk reported that recommendations contained in the Internal Auditor’s report had been actioned as noted in the action plan drawn up and submitted to the Council’s bank signatories.  The closing date had also passed (14 July 2023) for the exercise of the public rights to inspect the accounts, with no request having been received.  The External Auditor had also confirmed receipt of the Council’s Exemption Certificate indicating the External Auditor was satisfied the accounts were in order.

	The Clerk reported that sadly, she would be resigning from her position with the Parish Council due to other pressures.  She had very much enjoyed her time with the Parish Council and the Chairman stated that she was sorry to hear this.  A discussion arose around the notice period and advertising for the position, following which it was agreed that the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman would put out an advert as soon as possible.  

17.	NEXT MEETING:  20 September 2023






The meeting ended at 9.55 pm

Signed: ……………………….…………(Chairman)  Dated: ………………………………



